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Abstract

Australian language policy has been firmly focused on language education since the first Commonwealth policy was adopted in 1987. Since that time, language policy has been developed and redeveloped at state/territory and commonwealth levels. These policies have consistently sought to increase the level of language learning in Australian schools, however Australian language policies have had mixed success in expanding language education. In fact, after an initial expansion of language learning, the situation has tended to remain relatively static or to decline. In part, the failure of Australian policies to achieve their goals can be attributed to frequent changes of policy focus and policy direction, however, the variability of policies over time is only one factor involved. What can be seen reasonably consistently in the evolution of Australian language policy is that successive policies seem to be designed to achieve less than their predecessors do. This means that, although policy has been constantly developed and redeveloped, this process has not led to or even sought to lead to expansion of language learning. Instead, policy development seems to have been changed to bring it closer to existing realities of language teaching. Policy then appears to be led by existing practice in schools and rather than projecting an ideal educational position and attempting through a process of implementation to achieve these. Consequently, questions of implementation, monitoring and evaluation have not been well developed in policy discourses
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