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MLTA-ACT inc. Newsletter

Hello and welcome to the Semester 2 issue of CONTACT, the newsletter of MLTA-
ACT. Thank you to Myriam Davies, our Editor, for bringing this issue to us. I trust
that you are all winding down for the end of the school year and getting ready to
enjoy the festive season and a long-awaited Summer break. For my family, we will
celebrate Christmas with extended family and then have a relaxing time reading,
gardening, cooking and if the weather is fine, enjoying the outdoors. I hope you
enjoy reading this newsletter as much as I have. Thank you to all the contributors
for some insight into what our language educators are doing.

This year the MLTA-ACT committee has worked hard to bring you relevant
professional learning opportunities, to advocate for language teaching and
teachers and to get together in person. It was so good to see so many of our
members at these events and to step away from our screens. The two PL days, TQI
accredited, with Dr. Gianfranco Conti in September and Ms. Kelly Harrison in
October were very well attended. From the feedback, people really enjoyed the
hands-on experiences and the opportunity to work with peers from other schools
and language groups.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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We provided the final two of four professional learning sessions to the ACT
Community Language Schools Association (CLSA) at the Theo Notaras
Multicultural centre as part of our agreement with the Education Directorate
and CLSA. Thank you to our members who shared their knowledge and
experience in delivering these presentations. If you would like to be involved
in presenting to CLSA then we would love to hear from you in the new year.
Many of our language educators in our schools started their teaching
journeys as community language teachers and/or language support staff.

The MLTA-ACT provided a response to the ACT's Draft Languages Education
Plan which was followed up with some discussion at the Canberra
Languages Network meeting with representatives from the ACT Education
Directorate, ACT Community Language Schools Association, University of
Canberra, CIT Solutions, Canberra Academy of Languages, Canberra Region
Languages Forum and MLTA-ACT. There will be further workshops in 2023. If
you have a keen interest to provide feedback or to be involved in this process,
please let us know.

A Special General Meeting, where all members were invited to attend, was
held in November to propose changes to the MLTA-ACT’s Constitution. It was
decided to change the membership types, some outdated wording and also
to allow for language sections to be formed as sub-groups within the
association where required. Membership information will be available on the
website.

I would like to thank the executive committee, Annemarie Power, Lena
Britton, Elysia Teh, Frank Keighley and Myriam Davies for their support and
camaraderie. We look forward to having more of our members involved in
the committee either as general members or to take on specific roles next
year. The Annual General Meeting will be in March 2023 and all members will
receive notification. If you would like to know more about what the
committee does and how you might be able to help, please contact us by
email: mlta.act.inc@gmail.com or have a chat when you next see one of us.

16 February 2023: Meet and Greet 
23 March 2023: AGM
23 February and 9 March 2023: Joe Dale Webinars (More info to come)

 By Prudence Roveta, MLTA-ACT Executive President

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (continued)

Save the dates
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This semester the MLTA-ACT has been pleased to provide three professional learning (PL)
opportunities for language teachers all of which were TQI accredited.
The first PL was with the renowned and ever so engaging Dr. Gianfranco Conti on the
topic of Extensive Processing Input (EPI) on Saturday 17 September. We had a full house
with teachers from Preschool through to College (Y11-12) from our government, Catholic
and independent sectors with some attendees travelling from Sydney and the NSW South
Coast. 
Dr. Conti talked to key points including the journey from Input to Output defining the
processing involved including the role of working memory and long-term memory; the
listening process; his MARS-EARS cycle; and how crucial it is to spend time
communicating for successful L2/L+ acquisition.
Language educators had a great time actively participating in many of the language
learning games that Dr. Conti and his colleagues have developed and published. Many
teachers have told us that they started using the methods and games the following week.
We are so pleased that this PL was relevant and inspiring.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WITH MLTA-ACT
 

On Saturday 22 October we had two PL sessions provided by Kelly Harrison and her
Languages Roadshow. The first PL session was on the Australian Curriculum and the
second on Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL). We had a mix of teachers
from across all sectors and year levels. Ms Harrison is a keen advocate for the CLIL
approach, and she used examples of this approach in the Curriculum session whereby
focussing in more detail during the CLIL session. Some of our educators shared the ways in
which they have used CLIL in their program delivery. This was another great opportunity for
educators to share ideas and to build stronger networks within our profession.

 By Prudence Roveta, MLTA-ACT Executive President



CONTACT
Spanish Network

Día de la Hispanidad
 by Rocio Yactayo Lovett, Merici College

October was the month to celebrate Día
de la Hispanidad (Hispanic Day), where
we remember the historical and cultural
importance of 21 Spanish-speaking
countries, including Spain, Mexico, and
Peru. Merici College students
participated in House quizzes, a friendly
fútbol match and a Photo booth. The
canteen served delicious Spanish food
such as paella, tortilla de patatas, and
the churros ran out quickly. Viva el
español! 

www.reallygreatsite.com

Language Networks reports

National Spanish Conference
 by Eleanor Body (Spanish Teacher-
Canberra Academy of Languages and
Narrabundah College)

Australia’s first National Spanish
Conference took place at UNSW, Sydney
on the 19th and 20th of November. The
keynote speaker Maria Luisa Pérez
Cañado (above) spoke about what's hot
and what’s not in CLIL. As with any
teaching approach or topic, it is
important to read numerous academic
papers and other information sources to
understand the positives and negatives.
Maria Luisa inspired me to better
understand CLIL. Several workshops
happened at this event. 

I was touched by the power of short stories in
language teaching and was reminded that
we don’t always need to provide translations,
sometimes students should just relax and
absorb the stories that we are telling them. 

By using visual aids for our students, we can
help them to learn more quickly, for example
showing images of “el Papa” (the Pope), “la
papa” (the potato) and “el papá” (the dad) can
transfer linguistic understanding more
quickly than just speaking or writing. 

The Embassy of Spain collaborated with the
Instituto Cervantes, UNSW, the Associations
of Spanish Teachers in ACT, NSW, QLD, SA,
and other groups to arrange this conference.
Overall, the experience was valuable, and it
was a great immersion and learning
experience. I encourage you all to participate
in language conferences for the language
that you teach. 



German Network
This semester has been a busy
time for the German Network as
we worked towards our ACT
German Mini Conference. The
German teachers also took part in a
number of different professional
learning opportunities and
represented the German Network
at official events.

Heike Craig (ACT Multiplikatorin)
and Sheree Avard (German
Network Leader) represented the
ACT at the Network of Australian
Teachers of German (NATG)
meeting in Melbourne and the
National Conference. This meeting
brings together leaders of the
German networks and associations
across Australia to discuss the
successes and challenges for
German education. This conference
also celebrated an important
milestone – the 50-year anniversary
for the Goethe Institut in Australia.

At the Embassy of Germany, Sheree
and Heike took part in the official
celebration of the German Unity Day. 

Our German Mini conference this
year took place at the German
Harmony Club with Meg Owens, the
A/G Director from the Education
Directorate officially opening the
conference. German teachers from
the ACT and NSW participated in
several workshops and used the day
for networking and exchanging
teaching ideas. The Goethe Institute
supported the conference and
provided fantastic ideas and material
for in-class activities. 

Our German students worked hard in
classes and are looking forward to
next year when they can again
participate in activities across the ACT
schools.
By Sheree Avard.

At the
Embassy of

Germany
 

Our Mini
Conference at the
German Harmony

Club



Indonesian Network
The ACT Indonesian Network has had a really busy year – connecting
teachers of Indonesian across the Canberra region and providing
opportunities for Professional Learning.

Indonesian Independence Day Celebrations
The Indonesian Embassy kindly extended an invitation for Canberra
school students to join the official ceremonies held to mark the 77th
anniversary of Indonesian Independence Day. On a cold and foggy
Canberra morning, students from several ACT schools (Melrose High,
Narrabundah College, Telopea Park School, Canberra Grammar School
and Trinity Christian School) gathered in the grounds of the Indonesian
Embassy. They were very impressed by how formal the occasion was
(there was lots of marching, salutes and military calls) and they also noted
how respectfully Indonesians hand their flag – even wearing gloves to
touch it. Students also loved the opportunity to try out their Indonesian
skills and to share in a buffet lunch. We are very grateful to the Indonesian
Embassy for all of their support.

Professional Learning
We held our annual day of Professional Learning on 20 September. The
morning began at HBCTL, where guest presenter Kate Walton spoke to us
about her time living in Indonesia in recent years. Kate’s presentation
“Indonesia: Zaman Now” gave teachers a refresh about current affairs and
what is modern/popular/trendy in current day Indonesia. As language
teachers, it is important that in addition to sharing long-standing
traditions (such as batik) with our students, we must not forget to teach
about the modern-day countries that our languages come from. 
We moved location in the afternoon, to make use of the school kitchens
(classroom) at Melrose High. Under the watchful eyes of our guest
presenter (Ramah) we learnt all the secrets to successfully making “dadar
gulung” – green pandan and coconut pancakes. They were delicious.
Many teachers now plan to run this activity with their own classes.
Balai Budaya Indonesia (a local Canberra organisation dedicated to
promoting the study of Indonesian) also generously ran a free day of
Professional Learning for teachers in November. The day was hosted as an
immersion activity, so it gave teachers a great opportunity to
boost/refresh their language skills. We thank them for this valuable day of
learning.

Social Events
Indonesian teachers have also gathered for several social events
throughout the year. It was great to see teachers attend two different
fundraising events organised by the Nusa Tenggara Association (NTA) – a
winter dinner and a trivia night. The NTA is a Canberra-based not-for-profit
organisation that raises money to assist poorer communities in Eastern
Indonesia. Some of their projects include installing water tanks for
community use, providing water and sanitation facilities in schools, and
professional learning activities for teachers. In 2023, we hope to connect
more with the NTA; to have them visit our schools and to see how our
students can connect with these projects and fundraising efforts.

By Rebecca Battaglini
ACT Indonesian Network Leader



French Network
This semester the French Language Teachers’ Network enjoyed a good show of teachers at
our Term 3 and Term 4 meetings. It was a great opportunity to meet in person. A very big
‘merci’ to our Network leader, Lena Britton, for keeping us informed during the online era.

Term 3 was busy with the annual Concours de poésie (French Poetry Competition) where
schools submitted entries from Kindergarten to Year 10. This competition has two
categories for non-francophone and francophone students. This year the Alliance Française
de Canberra offered the venue and collaboration with adjudication and prize giving.

An excellent professional learning session with Dr. Gianfranco Conti was held in September
where during part of the session we were able to experience Conti’s approach in a lesson he
gave to Year 8 students at Lyneham High school.

Ms. Britton organised with the Alliance Française for teachers of French to attend the
Conversation group fortnightly facilitated by Franck and Laurie of the Alliance. This group
consisted of non-native speakers of French and we had a great time having the chance to think
and chat in French whilst learning nuances of the language and discussing current events.

By Prue Roveta. 



Chinese Network
The Year of 2022 has seen a broad range of events in the ACT Chinese
language sector. The Chinese Language Network created a valuable
professional learning platform for school teachers both from public and
private. Apart from the workshops with a language focus, such as IB PYP
and DP, ICT in Class, the network organised a series of cultural activities to
enrich teaching and learning, for example, Moon Cake Making, Lucky
Chinese Knots Making and Tea Ceremony. Chinese learning students
participated in the Panda Competition organised by Australia and China
Friendship Association in September and many students won the prizes
for their thorough research and amazing productions. Students from
kindy to college also participated in the first Ti Jian Zi competition across
ACT and four school students won the prizes. Congratulations to the
students and teachers! 

 by Yujing Guo, Chinese Network leader



MLTA-ACT CLSA COLLABORATION
 By Prue Roveta

 Our partners

As we are all aware, language teaching and learning not only occurs in our schools but
often, primarily, in the homes and community groups within our region. This service is
mostly provided by volunteers who have their own professions and trades and are not
trained teachers. The ACT Community Language Schools Association (CLSA) oversees
these language schools in our region.
In recent years the MLTA-ACT has been providing professional learning (PL) sessions for
the CLSA in the ACT. In 2022, we provided four PL sessions, the first two in Semester 1
on Differentiation by Sharee Harrild and Project-based language learning – Indonesian
Day by Mei Turnip. During Semester 2 we provided a further two PL sessions on
Curriculum design – a broad view by Prue Roveta and Embedding spacing and
retrieval practice in Curriculum design by Amber Turner. The CLSA teachers who have
attended these PL sessions teach many languages including Tongan, Hindi, Arabic,
Indonesian, Mandarin and Tagalog.
We look forward to the opportunity to work with more CLSA volunteer teachers in the
coming year.



CAL- Canberra Academy of Languages

CAL staffing
In the MLTA Contact Newsletter for June 2022, there was an overview of our staffing
arrangements that we had in place this year. For 2023, we have invited expressions of
interest from suitably qualified teachers for possible casual sessional roles teaching
Beginning/Continuing/Advanced Arabic, Indonesian and Italian. If interested, please send
your expression of interest to CAL, info@cal.act.edu.au, addressing the points listed on the
News page on MLTA website, preferably by Friday 16 December 2022. These roles are
contingent on enrolments reaching viable thresholds for program delivery in these
languages in 2023.

CAL programs
The number of languages we are teaching has increased from one in 2017 to six in 2022.
Languages currently taught are French, German, Japanese, Korean, Spanish and Tamil. In
most of these languages, we have one or more students enrolled at beginning level, and in
three of the six languages now offered, we have one or more students enrolled at advanced
level.  Most of our students are enrolled at continuing level. Across the two semesters, the
number of enrolments has been slightly above or below 60. We will continue to deliver
programs next year in the six languages we are currently teaching, and also in one or more of
the remaining languages available to deliver in the senior secondary curriculum, except
Chinese, which is already offered by another organisation.

CAL budget proposal for the ACT 2022-23 budget
We have been advocating for six years the need for a government-run, centrally delivered
system for languages education. Our first submission on the subject was at the end of 2017,
as part of the Future of Education planning process. We have submitted a series of budget
proposals to government over the years, including a detailed budget proposal to ACT
Government during the budget consultation this year. There was no formal response to this.
A consultation process on languages education has now been launched by ACT Government.
The first stage of the consultation is with stakeholders other than schools. We provided
detailed responses for this. Consultation with schools will follow in 2023.

Venue
Our venue for all CAL programs, as noted in the previous update (CONTACT, June 2022), is
Ainslie School. With renovations completed and changes to usage of teaching spaces, CAL
classes are now based on the ground floor of the main building. The connection with Ainslie
School is a valuable partnership for CAL.

Registration renewal
CAL’s registration renewal process as a specialist education provider with the ACT Board of
Senior Secondary Studies (BSSS) will take place in 2023. One of the changes since our last
registration process in 2017 is the requirement for schools and other providers to prepare a
program of learning. Orion Lethbridge in his capacity as Director of Studies has prepared
CAL’s program of learning for the four semester units in the senior secondary curriculum for
languages. The four documents have been published via links from the Programs page on
CAL website. They will be helpful for the registration renewal process with BSSS.

By Frank  Keighley, Convenor, Canberra Academy of Languages

mailto:info@cal.act.edu.au
https://cal.act.edu.au/news.htm


CAL (continued)
Class excursions and a DG visit
Excursions this year have been organised for the Korean, Spanish and German classes. See
our posts on Facebook. There was an evening of Tago Korean Drum at Lewellyn Hall on
Thursday 28 July. The Korean Ambassador introduced the well-attended event. The CAL
Spanish class and their teacher participated in an excursion to view the Warmi Pachakutuk
documentary at ANU on Wednesday 10 August as part of the Latin American Film Festival.
The Ambassador of Ecuador addressed attendees. There was also a tasting evening in class
recently for the Japanese class. The German class visited Laros Technologies in Week 16. The
last visit was two years ago, so this will be new for all in the current cohort.

On Wednesday 27 July, ACT Education Director-General Katy Haire visited CAL classes at our
Ainslie School venue. with Ainslie Principal Wendy Cave and CAL Director of Studies Orion
Lethbridge also present. It was a pleasure to see our students in relaxed, informal
conversation with the DG about languages, what they were doing in their classes, and their
own pathways as learners.

Assessment update
In the ACT senior secondary system, rankings underlie marks that are combined each
semester to generate unit scores (essentially a norm-referenced approach to assessment),
while achievement standards provide the basis for determining grades (a criterion-
referenced approach). This year, we have set up an algorithm using the ratings from
assessment item rubrics as data points that generate an average across the ratings to
generate a summary grade for each assessment task, and using all data points (16 of these in
total) to arrive at a grade that is essentially based on all the ratings in all the rubrics across
the semester.
To inform our meshing consultations, Orion has set up a cross-language moderation file that
automatically imports current data from the class spreadsheets. This provides an overview
for meshing consultations chaired by Orion, which are held after each assessment task has
been completed and marked.

CAL Information Evenings
An online information evening for students wishing to commence studies in Semester 2 of
this year was held on Thursday 23 June 2022. A CAL Information Evening about programs for
2023 was held on Thursday 22 September 2022. After this had been communicated through
multiple channels, a public holiday was declared following the death of the Queen. The
session went ahead, but there were two follow-up sessions early in Term 4 for those who
were unable to participate.



CAL (continued)

Online presence
There are new pages on Languages.Org.Au. These are for Arabic, Hindi and Italian, all of
which are possible languages for our programs to run next year. Indonesian was already on
our resources website, because there was a request from Education Directorate a couple of
years ago that we consider running Indonesian. The class didn’t eventuate at the time
because alternative plans were adopted by the directorate, but there is some renewed
interest for all four of the possible languages that we could run. It is not yet possible to
confirm which ones will be viable, but there have been expressions of interest relating to all
of them. The navigation bar on the top-level page for each language has been updated to
include links for all languages that are accredited for senior secondary curriculum, except
Chinese, which has another registered provider.
CAL reached the milestone of 200 Facebook followers on 28 July this year. We currently
have 230 followers. CAL’s Facebook page is an important channel for our communications
with CAL families, day schools and the broader community.

CAL Fuji Xerox Copy Printer
Fuji support have been excellent in providing advice on configuring the “Docucentre IV”
model C2263 multi-function copier-printer-scanner that former students (1960s) of Ainslie
School donated to CAL last year. CAL staff can also print to the machine if they install the
required driver software on their devices. They can also scan documents, such as marked
student work, to their CAL email accounts.

CAL Wi-Fi Mesh
Because our non-government school participants cannot access the “ONE” Wi-Fi
government school network, I invested in an Optus mobile broadband facility. After
extensive investigations and trials for different equipment choices and set methods, the
facility is now functioning well.

Recent partner activities
See our Facebook page for details:
·      ANU Language Teaching Forum – Frank presented a session about CAL’s programs on
Monday 4 April
·      ANU Languages Showcase, online, Monday 4 to Thursday 7 April 2022
·      MLTA TeachMeet, Friday 24 June 2022 at Ainslie School, CAL presentations from Eleanor
and Frank
·      Multilingual Poetry – events included 27 June at Smith’s Alternative and 20 August at the
National Portrait Gallery
·      Multilingual Networking – ACTBEA event, Sunday 29 May 2022
·      CLSA Open Day, Saturday 13 August, at the Albert Hall, a well-attended event
·      ACTBEA Languages Competition, with revised closing date 1 September 2022 – Orion
Lethbridge is a member of the judging panel
·      CLSA Annual Dinner, Saturday 10; CAL was represented by Orion Lethbridge



ACT BEA- ACT Bilingual Education Alliance

CAL (continued)
Financials and annual return
CAL financials for the 2022 financial year show an increase in the Convener loan, which
reflects, among other factors, the cost of a small start-up class this year.

End of year
Our end of year ceremony will take place at Ainslie School on the evening of Tuesday 13
December this year. Students who have completed their CAL studies (most with a major in
the language studied) have been invited, along with their families and representatives from
their schools.
During January, CAL is offering two summer schools – one in Japanese and one in Korean.
The Japanese summer school will be for those who have completed prior study (in or out of
school), who are eligible for Continuing Japanese, and who would like to do a bridging
program in the holidays to ensure they are ready for the senior secondary course. In the
Korean summer school, students will learn to read and write Korean script, practise Korean
pronunciation, and learn Korean sentence structures. Registrations will remain open until
the first week of January. The summer schools will take place in the 2nd to 4th weeks of
January, with 3 hours online plus 2 hours of homework each week for a total of 15
programmed hours.
My thanks, as we finish the year, go to all of our CAL staff for their dedication and expertise,
to our students for their commitment to their language studies, and to families and schools
for supporting this important learning.

Organisational website: https://cal.act.edu.au 
Resources repository :  https://languages.org.au

By Mandy Scott, ACTBEA Secretary 

Results of Sharing the Joy of Languages competition 
We had a great response to this competition, which closed for entries on 1
September. Young Canberrans from preschool to Year 12 sent in a wonderful
variety of lively video entries sharing stories, games and sports in 16 different
languages. In alphabetical order, the languages featured, in addition to English,
were Estonian, French, Greek, Gujarati, Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Polish,
Punjabi, Russian, Sanskrit, Spanish, Telegu, Urdu and Vietnamese.  Many thanks to
all those families and schools who encouraged students to take part! 
Our panel of three judges had a difficult task, but tough decisions had to be
made! For a full list of prize winners and short-listed finalists, the schools they
attend and the languages shared in their videos see the ACTBEA News page at
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/news.html
Prizes and certificates were presented at the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre on
Thursday 27 October. We watched the winning videos up on the big screens and
applauded their young creators as they received their awards from Michael
Pettersson MLA, representing the ACT Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Other VIPs
at the event included Andrew Braddock MLA, Narinder Kataria, Principal of
Canberra Punjabi School and Frank Keighley, Convenor, Canberra Academy of
Languages.

https://cal.act.edu.au/
http://www.languages.org.au/
http://www.languages.org.au/
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/news.html


Stall and multilingual story walk activity
at La Grande Fête at Telopea Park School
 
In November we were delighted to take part
in Telopea Park School’s fete, back in its full
glory after the disruptions of COVID. We had
an information stall, set up our multilingual
story walk and ran a fun competition based
on identifying the languages. We were lucky
to have good weather, and it was wonderful
to meet so many students and families with
an interest in languages! 
The photo shows two members of the
ACTBEA organising group, Nancy and
Meredith, on our information stall. Our story
walk is along the fence in the background.

 
ACT Language Education Action Plan 2022-2025

 
As a key external stakeholder, ACTBEA was invited in October to provide
comments and feedback on an initial draft ACT Language Education Action Plan
2022-2025. We also attended a meeting of the Canberra Languages Network,
which is chaired by the Directorate, in mid-November, when there was an
opportunity to share our views with other key stakeholders who are members of
the Network. 
As you may know, the Education Directorate is in the process of developing an
action plan, following a decision in the ACT Legislative Assembly in November
2018 to ‘develop an action plan to encourage, improve and support language
education in Canberra Schools as a part of implementing the Future of Education
Strategy’.
We understand that general public consultation on a draft plan will take place
through the ACT government ‘Your Say’ page early in 2023 and that public schools
will be consulted at the commencement of the 2023 academic year. 
For a copy of ACTBEA comments on the initial draft plan, which focuses on four
main areas: Workforce Planning, Pedagogy/Delivery Models, Languages
Education Curriculum, Policy and Strategy, and Partnerships, contact us at
canberrabilingual@gmail.com

ACT BEA (continued)
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By Frances Szeremet 

From our teachers

CLIL Approach in action at Red Hill PS 

 At times, it can be challenging,
but it’s most rewarding when
students realise that they are
learning the visual arts elements
through the French language.
We are hoping to continue using
the CLIL approach in 2023 with
the same year level, since the
French block allows enough
time to teach the visual art
content through the French
language known as the CLIL
approach. 

Red Hill PS is continuing to implement
the CLIL approach (Content Language
Integrated Learning) in the kindergarten
year level. It’s the 4th year that the
French language is used as a medium to
deliver the visual art program. Once a
week the kindergarten students have a
visual art block, where the French
teacher uses the CLIL approach to teach
the visual art elements of shape, colour,
variations of lines and texture in French.

The CLIL approach is applied to
develop, not only the French
language, but also, the artistic skills
through experimentation with: 
· shape (familiar shapes; simple 2D
shapes) 
· colour (primary colours, secondary
colours) 
· line (curved, straight, wavy, zigzag) 
· texture (familiar objects) to create
artwork

The kindergarten students use visual
art elements and techniques, to
create 2D or 3D artwork, that
communicate an idea to an audience.
They respond to visual artworks and
consider where and why people
make visual artworks, starting with
visual artworks from Australia,
including visual artworks of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples. 
The French teacher carries out the
visual arts lessons in French and
when necessary for a short time,
switches to the English language to
ensure that the students understand
the visual art concepts, although the
process of how to create artworks is
conducted in French. 

 



By Margo Smith

Indonesian activities at St Clare of Assissi

On Wednesday 27th July 2022 the
Carrousel Theatre visited St Clare of
Assisi Catholic Primary School in Conder
and performed their Bahasa Indonesia
Cerita dari Hutan puppet show for the
students.

The students wrote about the puppets and what they liked with their stories of
Saya suka (I like).

These are some examples of the students impressions of Cerita dari Hutan.
 

Author Sandra Bennett visited the Year 2 cohort at SCA on the
15th September. She talked about her novel ‘Secrets Hidden
Below’, which is set in Bali, Indonesia.

All the Year 2 students have been studying this novel and are
enthralled with the adventures of the Adamson family across
the Island of Bali.



Students have been learning about Commedia in class this Term. In the
workshop they learnt about the way in which Commedia shows up in shows
like The Simpsons and Modern Family. Commedia dell'Arte, which translates
as "professional theatre," began in Italy in the early 16th Century and quickly
spread throughout Europe, creating a lasting influence on Shakespeare,
Molière, opera, vaudeville, contemporary musical theatre, television sit-
coms, and improv comedy. The workshop was challenging as it taught
stagecraft very quickly but was a great experience of learning from working
performers. The amount of dramaturgy that was shared in this session was
impressive. In the last session, students developed their own scenes in the
Commedia style using prepared “cannovacci” to guide them. For many, this
was working out of their comfort zone. I was very impressed by the students
and their willingness to participate despite feeling a little out of their depth.
It was lovely to hear the performance use Italian dialect for some of the
characters and to hear how Italian peppered the characters as they
developed throughout the day. Some very brave students offered their
scenes to the audience at the end of the day. We were also very lucky to use
genuine leather handmade Venetian Commedia Masks we have on loan
from the Italian Network. The Education Directorate funded this experience
through the Italian Network. 

 

By Antonietta Martiniello - Italian Teacher ADHS and Italian
Network Leader 

Commedia fun for Italian students 

On Friday 12th August our Italian students,
along with Italian students from Telopea
Park High School, Melrose High School and
Narrabundah College were treated to a
performance of a Commedia dell’Arte play
and workshop day. The play was a debut
performance for the Fools in Progress
Troupe who travelled from Sydney for the
full day Workshop in which students learnt
about the role of Commedia in modern
narrative forms such as TV and Films. 

Some thoughts from our students:

“I found the Commedia dell’arte fun and
interesting. Some funny things from the play
are: The surgery scene. It was funny seeing
them remove “useless” items from the person.
How one of the husbands was run over by a
truck in the 16th century. How the characters
argued with each other. There were some
interesting parts about the play as well, such
as: When the characters slapped each other,
they slapped their swords on their side to
make the sound. In the surgery scene, they
used a hollowed-out tube to imitate a
vacuum. How fast they changed. Another
interesting part of the day was learning the
movements of the characters. It told me that
each character walked and acted in a
different way. I wasn’t there when we had to
act, but I wasn’t keen to do it.” - Lucas 



Commedia fun ...(continued) 
“It was great! I had a lot of fun!”  - Georgia

“It was great! I loved the performance at the
beginning but having to learn all of the
characters and then perform them on stage
was a little overwhelming.” - Nate

“I really enjoyed the interactiveness of the
play, and it was really enjoyable to watch it.
It's very different from normal plays, and I
loved that it was improv, so you don't
become stressed over the words. I loved the
costumes, and how the characters acted, as
well as getting a chance to learn the
movements of the characters. I didn't really
like performing it, but it was fun to learn.” -
Rachel

“While the play was fun and enjoyable, I
didn't enjoy the next session when we
learnt all of the characters' poses and
movements.” - Alexander

“Friday was one of the funniest and most
enjoyable experiences in the past year in
Italian. 
The initial performance was quite
amusing and exciting. I still wonder how
they work on the spot without any
breaks or stuttering.
One thing I'd like to share as feedback is
the amount of time we stood in the
second lesson. My legs were already tired
because of the impersonations.” - Declan

“It was fun, the play was my
favourite bit, it was funny and cool.”
- Oliver
“It was really fun and I shall act like
the characters in my day to day life.
Grazie” - Saskia
“I had so much fun and I really
enjoyed learning about Italian
culture and practising commedia
dell’arte. I found the show really
good and overall it was a really cool
day. Grazie” - Laura
“I really enjoyed the commedia day.
It was really fun to work with
different people and I really liked
watching the commedia. I would
definitely go again. Grazie” - Lillian



By Sally Martin

Indonesian Day at Garran Primary School was celebrated on Thursday 24
November. It was a whole school event and all classes participated in a
variety of cultural and language activities. Students in year 5/6 prepared a
lesson to teach to other classes in the school. This included Congklak, Batik,
Indonesian Twister, Semut/Orang/Gajah and many more. We were also
fortunate enough to have Suara Indonesia Dance Group visit our school for
the day where they presented an energetic mix of dance, body percussion
and song. There were many opportunities for students to participate and
they were highly engaged throughout the performance. 

Indonesian Day at Garran Primary school



At Wanniassa Hills Primary School we began holding a French Day event
in 2021 with Bastille Day. This year we decided to hold French Day on
Wednesday 21st September. This is a whole school, whole day event as
students dresses up in blue, white and red colours or their favourite
French character. We had students and teachers in berets, stripy blue and
white shirts with red scarfs, French chefs, Queen Marie Antoinette,
Napoleon Bonaparte, as croissants, and many more.

The morning session began with a scavenger hunt for the junior school
and orienteering for the senior school. Students used their French
knowledge to read and answer questions in French for the orienteering,
collect a letter from each post and then unscramble the mystery French
word. The scavenger hunt required junior students to find objects around
the playground and write the correct colour and number in French based
on the question.

The principal cooked crepes for the entire school serving them out at
recess.

During the middle session each year group organised a French arts and
crafts activity. Students were allocated into groups K-6 moving around the
school to different arts and crafts. This included French folk dancing,
drama, designing a shirt for Tour de France, and various paper crafts. 

After lunch we finished off the day with a relaxing French themed
animated movie shown in each year group.

After school we held an afternoon tea for all the teachers.

Next year, we are hoping to make French Day even bigger and better with
more fun filled activities.

Below is a photo of the front office decorated in a French theme. 

By Vlotina Souflias

French Day at Wanniassa Hills PS



This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the Australia Indonesia Youth Exchange Program.
AIYEP is a joint program sponsored by the Australian and Indonesian governments, that sees
18 young Indonesians and 18 young Australians (20–25 years old) spend up to three months
in each other’s countries over the long summer break. Participants stay with local families
(one in a village/country setting, one in a city setting) and participate in work experience
opportunities and contribute to community projects. AIYEP is truly life-changing – new
languages are learned, new friendships made, and new experiences had. It is not only the
lives of the participants that are changed for the better. Like a ripple on a pond, host
families, employees and work placements, school children, whole communities who meet
the participants along their journey are impacted positively too.

My AIYEP experience (many moons ago!) saw me travel to very remote parts of Kalimantan in
Indonesia – places I would not have got to myself without AIYEP. My AIYEP adventures still
feature prominently in my day-to-day teaching. When I catch up with my friends from my
cohort, it feels just like yesterday. And just to make me feel old, TWO of my (and Nor Idris’)
former students from Lyneham High School, are now AIYEP participants for 2022!

To celebrate 40 years of AIYEP, past participants based in Canberra were invited to a special
reception in October hosted by the Governor General. It was a wonderful evening – the
highlight of which was when a small group of us were invited to meet with the Governor
General and Mrs Hurley before the reception. His Excellency is actually a life-long learner of
Indonesian, and when time permits, he still likes to pop in on classes at the Royal Military
College to improve his language skills. 

The speeches given at the reception were also very inspiring. To have leaders in our country
(including the Governor General and the Minister for Foreign Affairs) who can speak
Indonesian makes my heart sing. It speaks volumes about how important our relationship
with Indonesia is.

To find our more about the exchange you can visit: https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-
people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-indonesia-
institute/programs/aiyep/australia-indonesia-youth-exchange-program

By Rebecca Battaglini

Australia Indonesia Youth Exchange Program

https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/foundations-councils-institutes/australia-indonesia-institute/programs/aiyep/australia-indonesia-youth-exchange-program


Year 7 Italian students at St Clare’s College have spent the last 2 weeks researching
Carnevale, a traditional Catholic event famously celebrated in Venice each year. Students
also created their own Venetian masks from scratch out of papier-mâché, painting and
decorating the mask in the style of their choice. 

“I really enjoyed making the masks. It was very creative and I have never done anything like
that before”. - Grace 

“I loved this activity, I found it creative, fun and engaging. I did find the papier-mâché a little
challenging but it was great fun”. - Amelie 

“I think this project was fun, interactive and a good project to do after working hard all
year.”- Meg 

By Sonia Conte

Year 7 Italian at St Clare's College

St Clare’s College Year 7 students were also able to celebrate the end of a year together
by enjoying some gelato at Gelato Messina in Kingston. 

“This week’s excursion to Messina was so amazing and such a fun experience. The
flavours were amazing and I really liked getting to walk there and back. I hope we can
do this again next year!!” - Phoenix

“I really enjoyed going to Messina in Kingston to get gelato. It was so fun to go out as a
class and see the different flavours they had on offer, not to mention the gelato was
delicious!” - Edith

“I thought that the gelato was really good and I would love to go back and get more”-
Emily



Bayt Al Fann

Website baytalfann.com has a wonderful collection of images from African
and Middle Eastern countries. I used some of the door and courtyard
images from North African Countries (broadening the scope of
Francophone countries) with Year 7, to explore a simple item in more depth
e.g., symbolism. In conjunction with a parallel text on “My ideal home”, this
provided a springboard for students to make their own version using craft
materials, which they photographed, uploaded to our LMS, and annotated.

Canva.com

 If you have been searching for the ideal picture to describe, perhaps for a
practice IB oral, but can’t quite find it, then it is possible to make your own
quite easily. Canva affords us the opportunity to add both backgrounds and
additional items to create layers. This is an activity we might have done
previously in Photoshop, yet Canva seems to be more intuitive and user-
friendly. Composite pictures could be used best as practice items, rather
than for external exams, as permission might be needed in this instance.

Info.Flip.com

 If you haven’t used Flip for a while, it might be worth heading back there.
Previously known as Flipgrid, Flip now falls under the umbrella of Microsoft,
which means that Microsoft schools can access it via single sign-on. Other
sign-ons are also possible. 
 One of the best uses is to create “TikTok” style short videos, on a much safer
platform for school students. Edtech gurus have been using the term “Flip
Tok”, to denote this hybrid idea. My Year 9 and 10 students had a good deal
of fun and success, giving some of their favourite Halloween ideas in French.
My seniors also enjoyed recording some of their favourite language items.
 Then it is possible for others with the link to view each other’s work and
leave “likes” or comments if these are teacher-enabled.

Philosophy man
 UK website thephilosophyman.com is originally designed for primary-aged
students in English, to tackle questions based around philosophy. However,
I have taken several free resources and translated them into the target
language, for high school and college-aged students. These do seem to
work very well, particularly if you are looking for some higher order thinking,
theory of knowledge or philosophy links for your classroom. The website
offers both free and paid resources.

 
If you found an element of the above useful, I would be happy to hear from
you.
Rhiannon.richards@radford.act.edu.au

By Rhiannon Richards

Resources for a range of ages and languages



 Canberra Grammar School has had partnerships with
schools in other countries for many years. Last year, CGS
primary school was partnered with a private Catholic
school in Malang, East Java in Indonesia, through the
Australian Education Foundation’s BRIDGE program.  The
program aims to foster collaboration through teacher
exchange visits and classroom-to-classroom interaction
via zoom and email.  Ibu Amanda, an English teacher from
our partner school Cor Jesu, spent a week with us recently.  
She visited many K-3 classes, answering questions, sharing
information about her school, singing Indonesian songs,
and teaching some students a traditional dance.  She also
met our current Year 11 students, who are studying
Indonesian as part of their IB course. It was a fun week and
such a pleasure to host Ibu Amanda. We can’t wait to visit
Cor Jesu and Malang next year!

By Joanne Chilver and Nicola Barkley

BRIDGE partnership Teacher Visit, at
Canberra Grammar Primary School.  

Meeting with CGS
Head of School, Dr.

Garrick.

Sharing information about Malang city, Indonesian food and SDK Cor Jesu school uniforms.

CGS primary students learning Indonesian songs and a traditional dance from Maumere,
Flores.

Answering Year 11 students’ questions about Indonesia.

November 2022-



By Myriam Davies

The ELLA program at Aranda primary school

For the past three years, Aranda Primary school has been using the ELLA
program with our Junior years (K-1-2). Despite the program being advertised as
being a program that could be lead by a non-specialist teacher of the TL , I
found that it is far more valuable if the specialist language teacher uses it as a
framework and adds extra activities to reinforce the language structures. It is
certainly a very popular program with the younger students, and I found the
students very engaged with it. I implement many games and hands-on activities
with each app, and try when possible to match them to some of the activities
on the apps. App 5 is called At the Circus and the main topic is body parts. I was

surprised last year to get extra support from a former student who was in Year
11, and as part of her Textile studies, had to run a project that could benefit a
teacher. She contacted me (even though she wasn't studying French anymore!)
and we came up with the idea of a body mat, where students could lay down 
 and label each other, with velcro labels. The mat has been a hit with my
students, to say the least! We use it as a whole class or in small groups,
students love to be labelled and enjoy the interactivity of the mat. It has
certainly helped us remember some of the body parts and we're all having a
good laugh when a label goes next to the wrong body parts!



Orangutan Project Update        
We were very excited to receive the happy news recently that “Charlie” (one of
our five sponsored orangutans in Indonesia) has graduated and has now
returned to living fulltime in the wild. Melrose High began sponsoring Charlie
(plus Holland, Hockey, Kobe, Jeffrey Junior and Crystal) five years ago, after
students in Year 7 Indonesian classes ran a cupcake stall to raise money to
“adopt” some orangutans in Indonesia. We are all delighted at the news!
We would like to introduce the Melrose Community to baby “Koling”. Koling was
found orphaned on the outskirts of a palm oil plantation and is now being cared
for by the Orangutan Foundation International in Kalimantan. Our sponsorship
funds will be used to support Koling now that Charlie has returned to living in
the wild. 

Indonesian Embassy Excursion
Students in Years 8, 9 and 10 were able to visit the Indonesian Embassy last
week for two excursions. Year 8 students enjoyed a tour of the Balai Budaya
(Cultural Musuem) followed by a dance workshop. Students did very well to
master the dance taught in just under an hour! On their visit, Year 9 and 10
students learned to play the gamelan (Javanese orchestra). They worked
together to put on a great musical performance. A big thank you goes out to the
Indonesian Embassy for hosting us and providing the workshops. Students all
had a great time.

By Rebecca Battaglini

Indonesian at Melrose High School



The Australian Association for Research in Education (AARE22) Conference in Adelaide (27
NOV – 1 DEC) has just wound up. Now on the flight back to Canberra, I am reflecting on
how much I got out of the conference. I arrived in Adelaide last Saturday, attended a post-
grad student event all day Sunday, and presented on Wednesday, twice. It was a big
conference, which meant that there were an enormous number of parallel sessions. 
I will measure my experience against a 5-point HOW TO list I use, by Jeannie Holstein (JH),
because I think it can be applied more broadly, for other areas. Check the following for the
original.  
https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/blog/2013/sep/26/academic-
conference-five-tips-research

TIP 1. Do the legwork. You need to decide whether it is the right conference for you, in
terms of scope and timing. Each discipline will have a hierarchy. Decide if it fits with where
you are in your career. Also, the key is to fit your work to the conference theme: The
AARE22 conference theme was “Transforming the future of education: The role of
research”. It was very clear that many of the presenters had a long and deep commitment
to their field of education, had done serious research, and were leaders in their field. They
were aiming to create ways to think differently about how we educate, while showing
respect for teachers and recognising the constraints we work under. An overview of the
conference can be found in the Conference programme:
https://www.aareconference.com.au/program/

As I have an involvement with community language (CL) education, I am familiar with
scholars in Applied Linguistics, so the conference focus was a slight shift in focus. My/our
aim was to connect our CL research with developments in mainstream schooling. There
were 29 special interest groups under the AARE banner and community language
education fitted readily with three of them: language and literacy, social justice, culturally
and linguistically diverse education. My hope was to find where my research sat and gain
feedback. My paper – Developing values and General Capabilities at Saturday School –
aimed to connect the skills that came from CL schools (after-hours schools that teach
community language) and mainstream schools. Our Symposium presentation – Research
and development in community languages programs: insights for language education
policy and provision – aimed to get more recognition for the sector in mainstream
education. So, in line with JH’s tips, it was a new but suitable conference for all of us. 

By Meredith Box

The AARE22 Conference – and “Conference HOW TO”

Accommodation
at the Hotel

Metropolitan.

Symposium presentation group – We had been meeting
monthly for a year since an earlier presentation. 

https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/blog/2013/sep/26/academic-conference-five-tips-research
https://www.aareconference.com.au/program/


TIP 2. Don't put your entire thesis in one paper. In a conference paper, less is more. One
finding is enough if you're addressing a theoretical gap. If you have implications for
practice, then that's a definite bonus: You can say a lot in 20 minutes with slides, and I did
a number of dry runs for the presentation, but the format calls for a birds-eye view of
research and it needs follow-up through discussion. So, this was more or less in line with
JH’s tips.

TIP 3. Plan the conference like a military operation. It starts with your choice of
accommodation. Treat it like you would as an independent traveller – find the best
location to stay in, within walking distance or easy public transport to both the venue and
the city centre. Book early, save money. Arrive one day before the conference. Its
invaluable, you become the local expert for your late arriving conference buddies: I
started early and ended up with a good price on flights to Adelaide, and comfortable,
cheap accommodation, got there early, and scoped out the city, in a low-key way. 

Identify the sessions you want to attend before arriving. I put a plan of each day on small
index cards, stapled together with the notes for my paper:There was a Conference App
that streamlined this, and made it possible to organise easily. I developed a list of: Need to
see, want to see, and should follow up on. I note though, that even though there was an
App with note-taking features, that the most experienced academics all made notes in
bound notebooks rather than on computers. So, it could be good to take a page from their
books.  

Register early and take the opportunity to find the room you're presenting in. Wear your
badge; it helps people remember your name and gives you an excuse to look for their
badge. Talk to people, make conversation about small stuff.  Breathe and enjoy: All of this
is exactly as JH says, and you meet people along the way, as you find places and test out
the technology. To make the most of the Conference experience, you need to build in
down-time and exercise into your timetable, to sleep early and to stay hydrated.
(Fortunately, there was a swimming pool in the middle of the UniSA, North Terrace
campus!!)

The AARE22 Conference ...(Continued)

Research poster presentation was held in
parallel with the conference.  

Catching up with UC rural-education
specialists at the conference



TIP 4. Remember not everyone will be interested in your paper. Take any chance to
discuss your work, in, as well as outside your session. Know what you want in feedback,
and say so. Be ready to fire off a précis as you're collecting your lunch, or standing in a
queue. You'd be surprised at the quality of feedback you can receive and how this helps
you to develop your ideas: There were a large number of parallel sessions, and I was the
only audience member in some sessions I attended. This meant the main feedback for all
these people was outside their presentation. I agree with the JH, there were many
knowledgeable people at conferences who are able and willing to give useful feedback. (I
still remain baffled by the idea of presenting to an almost empty room.) My conclusion, is
that it is all about gaining a bigger picture and maybe the content in TIP 5. 

TIP 5. Network with people you don't already know. Resist the temptation of hanging out
with people you know and to use the conference to make "new friends". Recognise they
are your potential future joint authors and research collaborators. Go to social events, sit
at a table with interesting people you've just met or don't know: I made a lot of “new
friends”, whom I met repeatedly in special interest group presentations – language and
literacy, social justice, culturally and linguistically diverse education. I think that some of
them could develop into productive relationships. Networks don’t just form themselves,
so I have a list of people I plan to contact and stay in touch with in the future. 

BLOOPERS: The event was not all smooth sailing. BLOOPER 1: The accommodation
question … I booked ‘classical pub accommodation’ in the Adelaide CBD, 100 meters from
the Hilton, for less than $100 a night. Then I realised it was also a music pub, and night 1
was Heavy Metal. BLOOPER 2: I walked for more than an hour the day before the
conference, looking for the venue. Then found out it was 5 minutes by tram. And that
trams were free, fast and fun. BLOOPER 3: There were many parallel sessions (29 special
interest themes) which meant that many presenters had no audience. I stayed in some
sessions just to give encouragement and tried to think up useful questions, and thought
about Tip 4 and 5. 

The AARE22 Conference was worthwhile, and I would like to thank the ACT MLTA for the
support provided to attend through the FIPLV Congress 1988 Scholarship for 2022. 

The AARE22 Conference ...(Continued)

Socialising with fellow PhD student
following our presentation.



So, what is FATFA? It is the Federation of Associations of Teachers of French
in Australia. This federation comprises the associations representing
teachers of French in the primary, secondary and tertiary sectors in
Australia.

In November this year four teachers of French from the ACT attended the
two-day conference which was held at the University of Melbourne. For us it
was such a great opportunity as it had not been advertised for ACT teachers
in previous years. In 2022 the teachers of the ACT were given observational
membership with the view that we would form an ACT group for Teachers
of French. Given that the ACT has a much smaller number of teachers than
the other states we do not already have an independent group. The MLTA-
ACT proposed and approved in the recent Special General Meeting of 23
November 2022 to form a French Section of the MLTA-ACT for this purpose.
More information will be provided to MLTA-ACT members in 2023.

Those of you who have attended the AFMLTA conferences will know how
rewarding an event like this is, so you can appreciate what an enriching
experience it was to listen to and participate with local, national and
international language educators specifically focussing on the language
that you teach, in my case, French. As a non-native speaker I gained a lot
from the French spoken sessions, although some sessions were in English
too. It was a very comfortable environment where we spoke either
language.

There were three plenary sessions, the first presented by Cynthia Eid, on-line
from Canada, speaking on « Quelles formes du vivre ensemble en éduquant
… aux compétences plurilingues et interculturelles ? ». Cynthia is currently at
Université de Montréal and is the Présidente de FIPF (Fédération
Internationale des Professeurs de Français). She holds PhD’s in Information
and Communication Sciences (SIC), Intercultural and Foreign Languages
from Lille Nord University as well as in Public International Law and Political
Sciences from René Descartes University.
  

FATFA/AFTV CONFERENCE – MELBOURNE – NOVEMBER 2022

Diane de Saint-Leger, president
of FATFA and Philippe Vallantin,

president of AFTV 



The second plenary session was given by Christophe Benzitoun on « Le
français écrit est-il encore enseignable ? ». Christophe is Maitre de
conférences en linguistique française Université de Lorraine et ATILF (Nancy–
France). Both speakers provided us with fascinating discussions.

On the Saturday, we were privileged to hear from Alice Chik and Phil Benson
from Macquarie University who presented on “Integrating language learning
and teaching with augmented reality.” This session demonstrated some
hands-on tools and strategies for educators of all languages.

There was an abundance of interesting sessions available so it was quite
difficult to choose which ones to attend. Some sessions were specifically for
certain year levels (Early childhood, primary, high school, college) but others
were relevant to all grades. I felt very inspired by the information presented
and by meeting peers from around the country. That sense of belonging and
being able to connect with others is so important. Specialist language
teachers, especially in Primary schools, often work in isolation.

It was terrific to be present when Lena Britton was awarded the Prix
d’excellence pour ACT. Lena is the head French teacher at Campbell High
School, the current Treasurer of the MLTA-ACT and Leader of the ACT French
Language Teachers Network and has previously undertaken roles with the
ACT TESOL association. Lena was nominated by several of her colleagues,
some of whom are MLTA-ACT members. Félicitations Lena !

I would like to thank the MLTA-ACT for providing some assistance for me to
attend this conference by way of the FIPLV scholarship program.

FATFA/AFTV CONFERENCE  (continued)



Student reflection by Abigail O. (Year 11), Beginning Indonesian Student September 2022

During the past sessions we have had so much fun while learning Indonesian language and
culture through some classroom activities and excursions. We have had the wonderful
Clarissa who voluntarily comes to our classroom almost every week. Clarissa is an
Indonesian student currently studying at UC. She would always help us improve on our
language skills and find alternative language structures and vocabulary solutions for
finishing tasks.

We also had a guest speaker, Kate Walton, an ex-Narrabundah student currently working as
an international development consultant. She graduated from ANU with a Bachelor of Asian
Studies in 2009, then lived and worked in Indonesia between 2011 and 2019. Kate also has a
Master of Human Rights from Curtin University. Kate came and visited us to give a
presentation on her experiences while living in Indonesia, what work was like for her and the
dedication and passion she had about fighting for women’s rights in Indonesia. When Kate
Walton visited, we had Indonesian cakes, sweets, and keripik singkong pedas (chilli cassava
chips).

By Erika Bassett

Indonesian at Narrabundah College

Our Indonesian class has been going steady, even though declining numbers and students
are learning the language and culture through a variety of hands-on activities. Students’
reflection on their Indonesian study during the terms or semesters and a few photos
showcasing students' enjoyment in learning Indonesian at college often posted for our
school newsletters and below is one of them.

In Session One we were learning about Indonesian school uniforms, and that some were
made of the traditional clothing which is “batik” that inspired the class to make our own batik
T-shirt (which is technically tie-dye) because the process in making batik is similar in making
a tie-dye shirt.

Not only that, but we also cook quite often in Indonesian
class. We have made numerous small meals and tried a few
snacks along the way. One thing we made was the gado-
gado sauce. We didn’t make the sauce traditionally but a
simpler version of it. The recipe was easy to follow, and the
ingredients were things you could find in a typical kitchen.
We also tasted and drank warm ginger tea and the
importance of keeping it hot.
We learned how to properly use a banana leaf, and I must
just say that some people were better than others when it
came to eating from the banana leaves. Our classroom was
always full of different aromas from all the food we had.

The 17th of August was Independence Day in Indonesia. Our class was invited to the
Indonesian Embassy to attend the flag raising ceremony. It was a privilege to be part of the
Indonesian nation’s important event but more importantly to have had an opportunity to
meet up with old friends, previous teachers and enjoy the traditional yellow rice as part of
the celebration along with Indonesian community members.



On the International ay of French Teachers, on 25th November, the Alliance Française
organised a special event to celebrate all the French Teachers in Canberra. 

 Three teachers presented their experience as French teachers:
 - Raphael Fernandez, primary school teacher - Telopea Park School
 - Lena Britton, French teacher and French Language Network Leader - Campbell High
School
 - Laurie Kahoul, French as a foreign language teacher and Junior coordinator -
Alliance Française of Canberra

It was a friendly and informative session, followed by more conversations with wine
and cheese. It was interesting to see how French teaching can be so different from one
setting to another. 

By Myriam Davies

International Day of French Teachers 

French Breakfast at Miles Franklin Primary School

Le petit déjeuner
français for the Year 6

students at Miles
Franklin Primary

School. 



 
The National Multicultural Festival is back for its 25th anniversary from 17 to 19 February
2023!

The festival would not be possible without the generous support of our volunteers from
across our community and within the ACT Public Service. 

Our volunteer team have lots of fun, make new friends, and gain new skills and
experience.
It's a chance to experience the vibrancy of the festival in a unique way and broaden
your skills.

There are specific volunteer roles available for ACTPS staff which include:
• area wardens
• information tent mangers
• reception managers

The commitment and support of volunteers from across the ACT Government is
essential to the operation of the festival. Training will be provided to ensure you are
confident in your volunteer role and have all the information you need on the day.

To register as a volunteer, visit the Get Involved page of the website or register on the
Better Impact website.
You can also contact the festival team via email inbox@multiculturalfestival.act.gov.au

Authorised by Christine Murray, Executive Group Manager, Women, Youth and
Multicultural Affairs, Community Services Directorate


