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Upcoming SPECIAL Seminar
ANU Language Teaching Forum

Monday 7 August 2017, 4.15 —5.15 pm
Room W3.03, Level 3, Baldessin Precinct Building #110, ANU
refreshments provided

Speaker: Mirella Agorni

Ca' Foscari Venice and Catholic University of Milan

Training Language Experts in Translation in a Transferability
Perspective

In recent years, there has been an unprecedented
reappraisal of the role of translation in Foreign Language
Teaching and Learning. Underpinning this reappraisal are
largely the beliefs that languages are more easily learnt in
association with one’s mother tongue rather than
separately from it and that the ability to move between
one’s mother tongue and other languages represents a core
component of a language user’'s communicative
competence in our increasingly multilingual societies. In this
light, translation activities can be seen as having
considerable import.

The paper will focus on translation teaching in university

foreign-language curricula and will discuss an approach
based on the concept of ‘transferability’: this approach tries to go beyond the dichotomy between
translation as a means for foreign-language teaching and testing, and translation as an activity
with a considerable professional dimension. Finally, the project of an accompanying classroom
textbook will be presented.

This forum is jointly coordinated by the College of Arts & Social Sciences (the School of Literature, Languages
& Linguistics and the Centre for Arab & Islamic Studies) and the College of Asia & the Pacific (the School of
Culture, History & Language). CRICOS# 00120C
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